
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 7 May, 2019
Between 7.30pm and 7.38pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Andrew Shone, Joanne Nichols, Ruth Appleby, Gemma Cook, George Peto and Steven 
Farrell
In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk,  

Apologies for absence

There were no apologies 

1. Election of Officers

Andrew Shone was proposed as Chair by Ruth Appleby and seconded by Joanne Nichols.
Ruth Appleby was proposed as Vice Chair by Joanne Nichols and seconded by George Peto.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
This report outlines the progress on or resolution of the significant matters of business covered by the Parish
Council during the past year.
In progress

 The Parish Council has begun a review of the street lighting throughout the village. The next step is 
to speak to NCC as to what can be done before consulting with residents for comments.  

 Through the Parish Clerk there has been representation of the Parish Council with the Ray Windfarm
Community Interest Company. This is now ‘open for business’ with its own website 
www.raywindfund.co.uk where details of the different schemes can be found and funding that has 
already been made available. 

 The Parish Council is undertaking an active working partnership with HLF Revitalising Redesdale. 
The Chair represents the Parish Council attending the regular meetings as the various projects begin 
to roll-out.  

 Northumbrian Water has begun the work to install updated water treatment works. Northumbrian 
Water is promising to provide a legacy to the Parish following the completion of the work, scheduled
to be 2020.

 The Parish Council are working to combat the problem of dog mess in the village. Three dog poo 
bag dispensers have been purchased and are located in key locations. Notices have been put across 
the village and pavement stencils marked. It is hoped these activities will help keep the village tidier.

 The Parish Council is attempting to get the footpath connecting Willow Green and Brierley Gardens 
adopted by NCC. The communications have been protracted but are still ongoing.  

 The Parish Council are, through the Local Transport Programme Plans, looking to get NCC to 
address the regular problem of drivers parking their vehicles on the pavements preventing many 
people including those with pushchairs access to parts of the village including the shop. Additionally
the Parish Council have requested NCC to review the safety of the pinch-point and the A696 / B6341
junction as well as the safety of the junction for drivers exiting Willow Green.  Furthermore the 
Parish Council are seeking volunteers to assist with Community Speed Watch to record drivers 
speeding through the village.

 Restoration of the public seating by the ‘handy-man’ has made good progress during the past 12 
months.

 The Parish Council has begun identifying the plans and priorities for 2019 and beyond and will look 
to undertake a consultation with residents in the very near future on the first proposals.
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http://www.raywindfund.co.uk/


Resolution
 The Parish Council have considered 29 planning applications received from either NCC or 

Northumberland National Park during the past 12 months.
 There was significant development at the Millennium Green during the past 12 months. New gates 

have replaced the old rotten ones. With funding assistance from Green Rigg Windfarm a new 
footpath was installed in part of the green to not only improve the appearance but provide better 
access to the area.

 The Parish Council have worked with NCC to arrange internal decoration at the public toilets as well
as general tiding externally in the land surrounding the toilets.

 A new litter bin has been installed at Percy’s Cross and the Chair arranged for the damaged ‘Jubilee 
sign’ to be replaced at the site. 

 The annual village tidy up was again a success with a good number of bags of litter being removed 
from the streets and undergrowth of the village. The Councillors thank those volunteers that helped 
with the tiding. 

 George Peto and Gemma Cook are welcomed on to the Parish Council in the last 12 months.
 The Parish Council have agreed over the past year donations to Tynedale Hospice, Great North Air 

Ambulance, Community Action Northumberland, Otterburn Memorial Hall and the order service for
the WW1 100th anniversary Remembrance service where Cllr Peto laid a wreath on behalf of the 
Parish Council.

 Cllr Peto worked with the Memorial Hall committee to successfully establish the return of a Post 
Office service to Otterburn. This is available each Thursday from 12:00 – 14:00 and provides a full 
Post Office service.

 After careful deliberation the Councillors agreed to maintain the precept at £6,562

3. Finance update
The Clerk advised the opening balance for 2018-19 had been £10,053 and closing balance at 31 March, 
2019 £11,012. Receipts for the year had been £957 higher than the previous year. This in part was from the 
VAT re-claim the Clerk had made during the year but was offset against £2,000 successfully applied for in 
respect of development work at the millennium Green. 

Spend during the year had been £11,713 less than the previous year when the significant cost of the new 
play area equipment had been made. The most notable spend during the last year included £3,360 for the 
Millennium Green pathway. A reconditioned Millennium Green sign for 3230 as well as new gates to the 
Millennium Green. £665 had been spent on grass cutting during the year. Donations made totalled £564 and 
£377 spent on restoration of the public seating as well as repairs to the gates to the Play Area and notice 
boards.

4. Reports from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle had been unable to attend the meeting.

5. Matters for further discussion
There were no other matters raised.
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